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Weak October continues declining new car market trend

1. Registrations fell by 22.2% in October to 131,495 units.
1. Market remains 4.8% up over the first ten months of the year, at 1,767,154 units.
1. Further declines likely in remainder of year, but 2010 market to be up 1.5% on 2009.
1. The market was on par with last October’s volume, with scrappage volumes excluded.
1. Diesel reaches best ever monthly market share of 54.7% and year-to-date share of 45.3%.

“There was a significant fall in October’s new car registrations, reflecting the impact of the Scrappage Incentive Scheme (SIS) at this time last year and some deterioration in consumer confidence.  Total new car registrations in 2010 are forecast to be 2.026 million units, 1.5% up on 2009," said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive.  “The industry expects the coming months to be challenging with slow, but steady, economic growth feeding through to improved confidence and demand during 2011.”  

Monthly new car registrations, 2008-2010, including SIS volumes and outlook
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Notes:
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media.  
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy with £40 billion turnover and £8.5 billion value added. With over 700,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 9% of total UK exports and invests £1 billion each year in R&D. In the last ten years, huge strides have been made to reduce the environmental impact of its products throughout the life cycle.  Improvements in production processes mean energy used to produce vehicles is down 28%, water use is down 34% and 73% less waste enters landfill sites. Average new car tailpipe CO
2
 emissions have also been slashed and are down 17% compared to 2000 levels.  For more details, download 
SMMT’s 11th annual Sustainability Report
 or 
Motor Industry Facts
 from the SMMT website. 
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Notes:
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to governmen
t, stakeholders and the media.
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy with £51 billion turnover and £10 billion value added. With over 
800
,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 
10
% of total 
UK exports 
and invests £1 billion each year in R&D. In the last ten years, huge strides have been made to reduce the environmental impact of its products throughout the life cycle.  Improvements in production processes mean energy used to produce cars is down 24%, water use is down 45% and 57% less waste enters landfill sites. Average car tailpipe CO
2
 emissions have also been slashed and are down 20% compared to 1999 levels.  For more details, download SMMT’s tenth annual Sustainability Report or annual facts booklet from the SMMT website 
www.smmt.co.uk/publications
.
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	October
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2010
	131,495
	71,879
	58,106
	1,510
	57,520
	68,337
	5,638

	2009
	168,942
	69,243
	98,371
	1,328
	89,532
	72,957
	6,453

	% change
	-22.2%
	3.8%
	-40.9%
	13.7%
	-35.8%
	-6.3%
	-12.6%

	Mkt share '10
	
	54.7%
	44.2%
	1.1%
	43.7%
	52.0%
	4.3%

	Mkt share '09
	
	41.0%
	58.2%
	0.8%
	53.0%
	43.2%
	3.8%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2010
	1,767,154
	799,734
	947,699
	19,721
	841,562
	839,798
	85,794

	2009
	1,685,981
	700,382
	972,566
	13,033
	843,699
	756,098
	86,184

	% change
	4.8%
	14.2%
	-2.6%
	51.3%
	-0.3%
	11.1%
	-0.5%

	Mkt share '10
	
	45.3%
	53.6%
	1.1%
	47.6%
	47.5%
	4.9%

	Mkt share '09
	
	41.5%
	57.7%
	0.8%
	50.0%
	44.8%
	5.1%

	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	

	Top ten best sellers
	October
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	1
	Fiesta
	6,024
	
	1
	Fiesta
	91,965

	 
	2
	Golf
	5,230
	
	2
	Astra
	70,576

	 
	3
	Astra
	4,472
	
	3
	Corsa
	68,970

	 
	4
	3 Series
	3,955
	
	4
	Focus
	68,436

	 
	5
	Focus
	3,888
	
	5
	Golf
	49,629

	 
	6
	Insignia
	3,811
	
	6
	Polo
	38,372

	 
	7
	Corsa
	3,574
	
	7
	207
	36,970

	 
	8
	Qashqai
	3,175
	
	8
	3 Series
	35,653

	 
	9
	MINI
	2,786
	
	9
	MINI
	35,162

	 
	10
	Clio
	2,786
	 
	10
	Qashqai
	33,652



Fallout from the scrappage scheme continues with underlying demand subdued
· The new car market fell for a fourth successive month, with the 22.2% drop in October the steepest decline since May 2009. The 2010 October market was 2.4% ahead of the low of 2008, and on par with the 2009 market if all scrappage volumes were excluded. In October 2009 scrappage represented 21.9% of the market, with 37,000 units.

· Diesel car registrations rose by 3.8% as market share climbed to a record 54.7%, 13.7 percentage points higher than a year ago when demand for small petrol cars was vibrant through the scrappage scheme. Registrations of alternatively fuelled cars jumped 13.7% in the month and are up 51.3% over the first ten months of the year.

· The three and six month performances show how the market has cooled recently, with declines of 13.6% and 6.1% respectively, but over the past 12 months growth remains up 9.6%. 

· October’s decline was in line with SMMT expectations for the month. The full year forecast was revised upwards to 2.026 million units last month, a modest 1.5% rise over 2009. 

· The Ford Fiesta was again the best selling model, but registrations of supermini and mini segment cars have fallen sharply in recent months.
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The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and
 the Channel Islands in detail.
Providing 
that 
www.smmt.co.uk
 is acknowledged as the source of this informat
ion, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only.  
Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT.
November 2010
 new car registration figures will be releas
ed at 9:0
0
 
am
,
 
6 December 2010.
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